
The VOTE Textbook 

Student Notes 

Chapter 10:  Tools to Move Ahead 
 
 
Opening Story: Is it wrong to steal life-saving medicine? 
 
The different perceptions of “truth” and “facts” 
 

The stumbling block to constructive conversations among rival perspectives is 
our different perceptions of “truth” and “facts.” 
 

 
 

Diversity of ideas is a gift of democracy. We need different ways of thinking to 
intermingle and recombine to bring us new resilience, strength, and wisdom. 
When a seed of an idea from someone else drifts into your mind, it could 
potentially blossom into a solution that the world needs. 

 
Shared Tools: Civil Discourse 
 

Six Guidelines for Civil Discourse 
 

1. Listen Thoughtfully 
Focus on understanding what they’re saying, even if I think I already 
know.  
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2. Critique Issues, Not Individuals 

Don’t make it personal. I don’t have to like the other person to give their 
ideas a fair hearing.  
 

3. Use Your Biofeedback 
Be mindful of my physical and emotional reactions and remember to 
breathe.  
 

4. Remember that Empathy Helps 
Remember that just as it was hard for me to hear their ideas, they may 
have a hard time hearing mine.  
 

5. Aim for Peaceful Persuasion 
Don’t be threatening or abusive. It won’t help me convert anyone to my 
way of thinking.  
 

6. Be Open-Minded 
Allow curiosity and try not to make assumptions. I might discover 
common ground or a great new idea. 

 
Conventional Tools: Price Controls and Elasticity 
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Price Ceiling: It’s a legally established maximum price that a seller can charge. 
(Tends to cause a shortage.) 
 
Price Floor: It’s a legally established minimum price that a seller can be paid. 
(Tends to cause a surplus.)   

 

    
 

Elasticity: Sensitivity or responsiveness to changes 
 
Price Elasticity of Demand: Sensitivity of quantity demanded to a change in the 
price 
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Some determinants of the Price Elasticity of Supply (output market): 
 

• Available inputs 
• Inventories 

• Complexity of production 
• Time factor 

 
One determinant of the Price Elasticity of Labor Demand:  
 

• Ease of labor substitutions 
 

One determinant of the Price Elasticity of Labor Supply: 
 

• Adaptability of labor skill 
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Radical Tools: Private Ownership and Cooperative Ownership 
 

Radicals use the six core points as tools to analyze economic issues.  
 

• Ownership 
• Governance 

• Meeting people’s basic material needs 

• Production 
• Sustainability 

• Communities 
 

Radicals select the core point that makes the most sense for a particular issue. 
For livelihood and housing, it is ownership.   

 
Drill down into ownership in capitalism: 
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Drill down into ownership in democratic socialism: 
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Livelihood and Housing Policies: Radical 
 

Livelihood - Worker-Owned Business Incubators 
 

Support systems that offer cooperative owners financial resources, 
technical support, legal training, and community networking for the 
start-up and success of worker-owned enterprises. 

 
Housing - Resident-Owned Communities (ROCs) 

 
Housing structures of all shapes and sizes that are co-owned or co-
leased by the residents, who make management decisions 
collaboratively. ROCs are often located on land set aside by 
community land trusts (CLTs) for this use. 
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