The VOTE Textbook
Student Notes
Chapter 12: Housing

Discussion Story: The game of Monopoly

Housing means places where people live.

The Golden Moment
Shared Problem: Unaffordable housing leads to homelessness
Shared Goal: Affordable housing for all

Understanding the Issue of Housing

Privately Owned Housing

e Apartments: landlord owns the property; tenant pays rent

e Condominiums: private ownership with shared land and shared
common spaces

e Single-family homes: private ownership of home and land

Cooperative Housing (Resident-Owned Communities - ROCs)

e Co-op apartments: own shares in a resident-owned nonprofit
corporation that owns the property

e Co-housing / intentional communities: spaces are designed for
community and social interaction

e Commune: residents share incomes and spaces

Federal definition of affordable housing: 30% of gross annual income
(including utilities). If not, you are considered cost burdened.
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2018 TWO-BEDROOM RENTAL HOME HOUSING WAGE

Represents the hourly wage that a household must earn (working 40 hours a week, 52 weeks a year) in order to afford

the Fair Market Rent for a TWO BEDROOM RENTAL HOME, without paying more than 30% of their income.

m mr ME
N
s16.13 S s1873
MN
D $18.82 -
s15.48 0 VT s22.40
v s i M)

$16.46 oo MA $28.68

S1688 CT$24.90

NV NE RIS19.96
ke e $15.01 s19.52 ’
ur suz: ‘ pebropid
s172.77 siwse Mo 20,04
s MO S|u
$15.67
$15.48 s".w
- NC
Az o $16.35
$18.46 NM $15.41 AR $15.74 >
s15.89
$13.84 ; $16.38
L
s1as At o
o R s1a65  $17.53
sz s16.63
"
A B b21.50
~ v PR
" "
\ E $36.13 ‘ 924
Two-Bedroom Housing Wage
Less than $1500 1 $15.00to less than $2000 M $20.00 or more 7N
V NATIONAL LOW INCOME
© 2018 National Low Income Housing Coalition www.nlihc.org/oor HOUSING COALITION

Private Housing Programs

e Nonprofit organizations

e Religious and community organizations
e Private Foundations

e Corporations

Government Housing Programs

e Public housing
e Section 8 housing
o Project-based rental assistance
o Tenant-based housing choice vouchers
e Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC)
e Inclusionary zoning
e Rent control and rent stabilization

Rent control laws are controversial. Some states ban it; some states allow it.

(Most ban it.)

Of all the government policies and programs meant to address affordable
housing, rent control laws affect the most households in our nation.
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Voices on Housing

Conservative

Response to discussion story: Affordable housing is available to all if we
look for opportunities, stay nimble, and change course as needed. That’s
Monopoly’s lesson.

Voice: Pages 368-371
Summary: Page 372
Talking Points: Page 373

Radical

Response to discussion story: In capitalism, housing is only about making a
profit. One person wins while everyone else is wiped off the board. That’s

Monopoly’s lesson.

Voice: Pages 374-377
Summary: Page 378
Talking Points: Page 379

Liberal

Response to discussion story: Unlike in Monopoly, we don’t all start with
the same resources. The game is rigged, and no amount of strategy or skill
changes that reality.

Voice: Pages 380-383
Summary: Page 384
Talking Points: Page 385

Shared Outcome: Affordable housing for all.

Activity: Poster, “A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words,” Page 387
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