
The VOTE Textbook 

Student Notes 

Chapter 7:  Tools to Get Started 
 
 
Opening Story: Island of cannibals 
 
Shared Tools: Challenging Stereotypes 
 

Radicals, conservatives, and liberals share the same goals, but they just have 
very different ideas for how to achieve them. With the Golden Moment in 
mind, I can be inspired by different ideas and let that inspiration spark brilliant 
new solutions.  

 

 
 



 The VOTE Textbook, Student Notes, Chapter 7, Page 2 

Stereotype: Oversimplified idea about a group of people can be conscious and 
unconscious. Stereotyping is a lazy habit. It makes it impossible to hear other 
people’s perspectives with an open mind.  
 
FALSE Stereotypes:  
 

• Conservatives are greedy and heartless. 

• Liberals believe the solution to all problems is a government handout. 

• Radicals are a bunch of idealistic hippies. 
• Democrats are the party of the elite and the wishy-washy. 
• Democratic Socialists are anti-wealth. 

• Republicans are the party of the rich. 

• Radicals want to pay an uneducated janitor the same as an inventor 
• with a PhD. 

• Conservatives want to pretend everyone has an equal chance to 
succeed. 

• Liberals are “politically correct.” 

• Liberals are antibusiness. 
• Radicals want a revolution.  
• Conservatives are stubborn and pigheaded. 

 
Conventional Tools: Equilibrium and Social Welfare 

 
Two explanations for why equilibrium shows us where we maximize our social 
welfare. 
 

1. At equilibrium, Marginal Benefit (MB) = Marginal Cost (MC)  
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2. At equilibrium, Total Surplus is maximized. 
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Radical Tools: Top-Down Governance and Participatory Governance 
 

Radicals use the six core points as tools to analyze economic issues.  
 

• Ownership 
• Governance 

• Meeting people’s basic material needs 
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• Production 
• Sustainability 

• Communities 
 
Radicals select the core point that makes the most sense for a particular issue. 
For agriculture and product safety, it is governance.   
 
Drill down into governance in capitalism: 
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Drill down into governance in democratic socialism: 
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Agriculture and Product Safety Policies: Radical 

 
Agriculture - Food Security Councils  

 
Policy example: Emergency and Innovation Funds 
Government support to help farmers prepare for, respond to, and 
adapt to instability in agriculture.  

 
Product Safety - Product Safety Councils 

  
Policy example: Hazard Assessment Protocols 
Government support to reduce the risks of dangerous flaws in 
product design, manufacture, and use. 
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